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Abstract: This article briefly described the history of iofadl UFO research in the former Soviet
Union and during the independence of Ukraine, fforties years of XX century to the nowadays.
AHoTamis: Y cTaTTi KOPOTKO OIMCAHO ICTOPII0 PaISHCHKHX 1 IMOCTPAASHCHKUX OQIIIHHIX
nociikenb HIIO, 3 copokoBux pokiB XX CTOJITTS 1 10 HUHIIIHIK Yac.

It is wellknown that modern UFO era started in ylear 1947, when Kenneth Arnold saw
nine very strange objects over Cascade Mountaomn 8 the United States began so-called «UFO
wave» — sharp increase of «flying saucer» sightistysed up by sensational articles in the media.
Soviet press almost immediately stated that it eabrty trick of «American warmongers», who
want to fire away a new war. This is one of sucivsx@ems entirely quoted: «American press,
which, with small exception, is located in the harad capitalists, give an enormous aid for the
warmongers. Each day newspapers printed somenfatgiories about Soviet Union by the orders
of their owners. Here is only one example. Durinig summer newspapers raised a terrible noise
about so-called «flying saucers». Each day newspamported on the first pages, under the
enormous titles that people in the different placeAmerica supposedly saw flying objects in the
sky. They have an oval form and approximately aftcsize. Newspapers explained to their readers
that this is, obviously, some projectiles, sentrfrthe Soviet Union toward America through the
north pole. American doctors unanimously stated #lla«flying saucers» are only fruit of the
people's imagination, agitated by talks about tlae, wr simply someone's idle fabrications. And
actually, if these «saucers» existed in realitgytimust to fall somewhere. However, no such
«saucers» was ever found. Nevertheless newspapetisiued to made noise around this matter
during several months. Special forces with the {sigbed aircrafts were created with the aim to
pursue «flying saucers». It's clear that they slogtn nothing» [1].

Such point of view was repeated by one of the tam@unist Party leaders, M. G.
Pervukhin. At the speech on a meeting celebrativeg 35th anniversary of the Revolution, in
November 1952, he raised merry excitement whenngathat the Americans fancied «flying
saucers» and «green fire balls» in the sky. Ofsmure stated that all sightings was caused by «los
of mental peace» because of «military psychosik» [2

When Soviet citizens with some courage reportedualiéFO sighting to the scientific
organization or media, they received only answerghie debunking style. For example, the
Moscow Planetarium had a standard reply letteralbr«strange» cases: «Dear Comrade! The
phenomenon you observed was, in all probabilitye tm an experiment that was conducted to
measure the density of the atmosphere on higlu@dtst with the aid of a sodium cloud». Position of
the Soviet officials was unequivocal: our people'tisee any mysterious objects in the sky, but
even when they sometimes do, specialists can ale@ygincingly solve such events. Information
about UFO in the 1950s was mostly confined to @ifiagencies. Some cases were leaked decades
later, when the talks about UFOs again became lfesdifter the Stalin's death some enthusiasts,
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notably Yury Fomin, senior instructor at the Foaodtitute, Moscow, who was also lecturer of the
Society for Propagation of Political and Scientfinowledges (later Knowledge Society), began to
collect information on UFOs and give lectures ois ttopic. His activity evoked great public
interest, but official bodies decide to stop it. Qanuary 8, 1961 «Pravda» («Truth», main
newspaper of Communist Party) publishes an art€lacademician L. A. Artsimovich, entitled
«The Flying Saucer Myth». He stated that «so-cdli@dg saucers» do not exist: «All talk on this
issue... stems from the same source, namely undougand antiscientific information contained
in lectures made in Moscow by some irresponsiblesqes. These reports tell fantastic tales
borrowed mainly from the American press, datingrfra time when flying tableware was the main
sensation in the United States... The saucers ol material objects, which are said to appear in
the sky exist only as reflections on water or ash@ws exist, as the play of light in the atmosgher
All the rest is either self-deception or falsificab> [3].

The «irresponsible» Y. A. Fomin was expelled frdra Knowledge Society, his lectures were
forbidden. Of course, Artsimovich know about Mergetirage theory and even mentioned Donald
Menzel in his article. During the next year wasuisd a Russian translation of his book «Flying
Saucers». It was the first book about UFOs in RusBl].

There wasn't a direct prohibition for the mentidriJé-Os in Russian media, but editors still
preferred to repeat the same old story about «Araerpsychosis» and malicious «warmongers».
The situation began to change only in 1966, whenytbung Vladimir Rubtsov published a first
article that treated the UFO problem as worth séaous consideration. His article appeared in the
Ukrainian-language magazine «Znannia ta Pratsi&ndwledge and Work»), 1966, # 9. This
article encouraged the readers to report theirrgbtens [5]. Some letters arrived and were also
published in this magazine.

It was the first set of Soviet UFO reports, pulbdghn the Ukrainian SSR (USSR). People
saw «silent fiery ball» without trail, cylinder-gbed object «three times larger than an airplane»,
something «shaped like a flattened ball», «a moximg, shaped like an automobile tire» and so on.
One reader even mentioned a case from 1914, whexeres brilliant cigar-shaped objects» passed
through the sky with a great speed from the nartfhé¢ south [6].

In April 1967 appeared the first pro-UFO articleitten by now famous Dr. Felix Zigel for
the popular magazine «Smena» [7]. During the nextths it was followed by other articles about
this topic various journals and newspapers.

On May 17, 1967 in the Central House of Aviatiord @dosmonautics took place the first
meeting of Initiative Group for the UFO Studies. d48endants, mostly science and military
persons, selected Major-General P. A. Stolyarca @soup leader. The basic purpose of this Group
was to prepare ground for creating a scientific UF@anization.

In October 1967 there was formed in Moscow the feviet public organization designed to
collect and analyze UFO reports: the UFO Departmanthe All-Union Space-Exploration
Committee of the USSR Voluntary Society of Supporthe Army, Aviation & Navy (DOSAAF).

It embraced more than two hundred scientists, eeg# military, journalists, etc. Its elected head
was Major-General P. A. Stolyarov, his Deputy foreédce was Dr. Felix Zigel. The first session of
the new Department take place in October 18. Stolyand Zigel spoke on Central TV about the
new organization and invited UFO observers to sbed reports. Such reports arrived and were
used by Zigel to prepare the first volume of higetyritten collection «UFO Observations in the
USSR» (1968). But in the meantime backstairs fomese at work, and in November the Central
Committee of DOSAAF disbanded the UFO Departmeoim&time later the Branch of General &
Applied Physics of the USSR Academy of Sciencesgaha resolution against UFO research in the
Soviet Union.

On February 29, 1968 «Pravda» stated that «flyangcars» just don't exist: «All objects
flying over the territory of our country are iddred either by scientists, or by the people
responsible for security of our Motherland» [8]n& this date pro-UFO articles were forbidden by
Glavlit (Soviet censorship). Some people from tligbanded UFO Department write some so-
called «open-letters» to the «Pravda» and Acadeim$ceénce, in which were emphasized the
importance of UFO study for the defense of USSR thedoossible harm for the science itself. An
official answer was signed by academician A. ShahukThe question about nature of so-called
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flying objects was examined with the aid of manynpetent organizations, associated with USSR
AS Presidium, Administration of Hydrometeorologi&srvice, Ministry of Defense ets. As a result
of this examination it has been established thatrthture of the flying objects, observed under
different circumstances, can always be establiblystbmpetent experts. At this time organizations,
which carried out study of the atmosphere and sgeoee the instruction to record and study cases
of unknown flying objects appearance for the puepottheir identification. General supervision
for this task is accomplished by USSR AS, so tlereo need for creating any special organization
for the UFO study» [9].

It was the very low-profile «study»: The Branch@éneral & Applied Physics of the USSR
AS appointed several researchers, headed by tlmtifici secretary of the division, V. A.
Leshkovtsev (one of the authors of the anti-UFQclartin the «Pravda», February 29, 1968), to
work with the letters and military reports on thapic. Their task consisted of registering the
received letters and reports, consulting with tipecglists in corresponding scientific areas,
analyzing the data, and replying to the authosdmething like the «Blue Book» actions in the
USA. Pro-UFO enthusiasts, including Rubtsov ancFigere forced to continue their UFO studies
almost underground, without access to the medpublic lectures. In the late 1960s throughout the
entire Soviet Union there were no more than 25-80pfe actively engaged in UFO studies. In
general, they knew each other quite well, exchandetters and meeting from time to time
personally.
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Fig.1. Certificate for the «Setka-AN» scientific grodat gather information about sightings of
anomalous phenomena in the lower atmosphere
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In 1975, Dr. Zigel finally succeeded in openingtates-financed project for UFO studies at
Moscow Aviation Institute (MAI). Top officials ofnie Institute approved a preliminary report for
the project and applied to the Civil Aviation Mitrg the State Committee of the Council of
Ministers of the USSR on Hydrometeorology, the itast for Space Research and other
organizations for cooperation. It was intendeddbup a Scientific and Technological Council for
the UFO problem. But this project was also disbdndden the shortened text of Zigel's UFO
lecture at the military plant «Kulon» leaked to thamizdat. As a result, Zigel was expelled from
the Knowledge Society and criticized in the Sowietvspaper «Komsomolskaya pravda» [10].

Only after the so-called «Petrozavodsk phenomen&®ptember 20, 1977 UFO sighting
over the capital of the Karelian Autonomous Repyblater explained as the launch of the
«Cosmos-955» satellite from the Plesetsk launcsiigy the UFO phenomenon was considered as a
worth topic for serious investigations. Top Sowdticials, including the same academician A.
Shchukin, began a wide program for the study ofated «anomalous phenomena» (words like
«UFO» or "flying saucers" was almost prohibited reeenong its participants). The program was
composed of two parts - civilian and military.

«Setka-AN» («AS Network») was a civilian study gfhysical nature and development
mechanisms of anomalous atmospheric and space Ipleea®. Its head organization was the
Institute of Terrestrial Magnetism, lonosphere &diaWave Propagation of the USSR AS
(IZMIRAN). «Setka-MO» («MoD Network») was a militastudy of «kanomalous atmospheric and
space phenomena, and of their effects on the peafoce of military hardware and the status of
personnel». Its head organization was a NIl 22tiflie of Anti-Aircraft Defense), located in
Mytishchi, near Moscow. Both parts of this programas connected via Military-Industrial
Commission. All its activities were secret becaw$ethree reasons - the necessity to ensure
«abatement of public response», the closenes® tdetfience-related themes and possibilities that in
case of successful completion of the tasks son@disies could be used for the military purposes.
The program changed twice its name during thefdasbds: at first to the «Galaxy», then to the
«Horizon».

«Goskomgidromet» (State Committee of the Council Mihisters of the USSR on
Hydrometeorology) took an active part in this paogrsince 1979, when all Soviet meteorological
stations and personnel engaged in the field stuéesived instructions and long questionnairies
about so-called «anomalous phenomena» (AP) sightimgthe Ukraine this instructions is still
active, but filled questionnairies now send to klyev instead of Moscow.

In the 1980 government censorship rules about UF&e changed. Now all articles, books
ets. must have an additional approval sign from«8etka-AN» authorities. To publish any pro-
UFO article was still impossible: such articles ¢t any chance to go through double censorship.

By the early 1980s, the number of UFO enthusiasteased sharply. In Moscow, Leningrad,
Kyiv, Kharkiv, and elsewhere, various scientificdatechnical societies and journals organized
public clubs for investigation of Anomalous PhenoaméAP). When the first Ukrainian meeting on
AP was held in Kyiv in 1981, there were twelve awstof sciences and 40 candidates of sciences
participating.

The resolution of the Kyiv meeting stated that the atmosphere, the hydrosphere, on the
ground surface and also in the near space a laoyg @f complicated phenomena are constandy
observed, by means of physical instruments andalisuwvhich defy being simply explained as
well-known natural phenomena or as being due tdtiman technological activities. This group of
phenomena referred to as anomalous phenomena entinment is to be studied profoundly in
the interests of the science and practical aatiwitf the human society» [11]. Ukrainian Academy
of Science (especially academician G. S. Pisarenkmp became a chairman of the local
Commission for the AP Studies), give an importamport for the local UFO investigations.

In February 1984 all scientifically oriented UFOtlamsiasts united into the Commission on
Anomalous Phenomena of the Committee on the PrabtdrEnvironmental Protection of the All-
Union Council of Scientific Technical Societies. @furse, they obtained the permission from the
«Galaxy-AS», includind from the main person behthd study- V. V. Migulin, director of
IZMIRAN. They intended to use enthusiasts for thmimary job» in Ufology - collecting raw
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reports from the people and studying them on thecgd of events. The chairman of this
Commission was the corresponding member of the UASK/. S. Troitsky from Gorky, head of
the Gorky Commission for AP Studies. His deputies \W. Zheltukhin, the same G. S. Pisarenko,
and the Major-General P. R. Popovich, former astmbnA. Mordvin-Shchodro from Leningrad
became a scientific secretary of the Comission. Nelmout the Commssion appeared in the biggest
Soviet newspapers: «Sovetskaya Rossiya», «lzvestig®ocialisticheskaya Industriya» and
«Trud». All these newspapers provided a postalesddio the UFO witnesses: 101000, Moscow,
P.O. box 764.
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Fig.2. The confirmation letter about forwarding repaitsanomalous phenomena to the Ukrainian
Civil Aviation Authority in 1985

On a January 30th, 1985 «Trud» published a longl@dbout a recent UFO case, which had
been studied by the Commission on AP. This artickated a big stir among the Soviet people,
because it had been written from the pro-UFO pmsitand depicted a very striking incident
involving an Tu-134 plane. Its author V. Vostrukhldeceived the censorship as he replaced the
officially approved article by his one. Of courd&gstrukhin was fired, but his article «Exactly at
4.10...» became a big sensation even abroad. fitelevent the Commission on AP received 12
000 letters from witnesses. Some of them (espgdetilers that were send for investigation to the
Leningrad branch of Commission) were recently digd by the author of this article. Analysis
showed that approximately 60% of this letters cowth some misidentifications (bright stars,
rocket launches ets), 8% hadn't any value (gemeaslonings, theories). All remained cases have a
definite interest, although some of them contaiteedittle information.

On February 7 and 8, 1986 in the Gorky took pldeFRirst All-Union seminar «Technical
Methods of AP Research». This meeting was descuinédin the local press from the anti-UFO
positions.
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In January 1987 amateur Yaroslavl UFO Researchpg(uvasn't part of Commission on
AP) started to publish its periodical, the first midy UFO bulletin in the Soviet Union. This
«samizdat» bulletin had a very small circulati@beut 50 copies.

Since 1988, the strict censorship started weakei@mgthe movie screens appeared the first
Soviet documentary about UFOs and life in the Ursgeentitled «In search of the aliens». It was
made by the studio «Kyivnauchfilm». Among the scupiters was A. I. Mordvin-Shchodro, the
scientific secretary of the Commission on AP.

At the end of 1988, the Leningrad branch of Comiorsscreated a separate amateur
association for the UFO studies, named «Fakt»mkg aim was a «wider attraction of people
toward the UFO problem». «Fakt» was disbanded @019art of its archives were saved and
recently digitized.

In 1989 all censorship restrictions about UFOs weoken. In the Soviet press immediately
appeared many articles about recently forbiddecsosince 1990 appeared new magazines and
newspapers, entirely devoted to the UFOs and paraigphenomena. Some of them exist till
nowadays. Most famous of them, the newspaper «Aligawa(«Anomaly») from Leningrad (St-
Petersburg), recently celebrated its 25th annivereait however circulation dropped from 150.000
copies to 1000 through the years.

The Main Soviet UFO research program «Horizon» @lased in 1991, after the collapse of
USSR. Some participants of this continued workinghwJFO reports, albeit at a low level,
especially so-called «Group for the AP Researchid@athe IZMIRAN. In 1996 this group was also
discontinued, due to financial reasons. All archivé «Horizon-AS» are currently be kept in a wet
IZMIRAN basement, and unfortunately could be losthie near future due to the very bad storage's
conditions.

The NII 22 also continued to study military UFO oejs from time to time, as a low priority.
The head of this study, A. Plaksin (now Colonetenfappeared on TV or give an interview for the
various media. For example, in May 2002 Plaksitest#éhat he had never obtained any direct proof
that there were alien civilizations active on olangt. There had not been no UFO crashes in the
USSR, and all rumours about secret UFO storageseplavere only hoaxes. But 20% of UFO
sightings are of physical origin that is still ukwn to us. Our laws of physics cannot explain such
objects, said Plaksin [12].
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Fig.3. Since 1978 all meteorological stations of Ukrestate Hydrometeorological Service
includes part in the program of anomalous phenomesarvations

Part of the military archives («Horizon-MoD») westolen by Colonel B. A. Sokolov from
the Military-Industrial Commission. The most intstiag documents, about 400 cases, were later
sold for the UFOlogists Brian Gresh and George knap 1993. These documents are still
unavaliable to the UFO researchers, and we knowtaibeir content only via articles written by
these persons and also the ufologist Antonio Husieebio owns a full copy of this documentation
[13].

The Commission on AP was also disbanded in 199@. mhkin part of its archive was lost
after an accident in the storage facility. The remmg documentation is now the property of private
individuals. Some participants of the former Consiua later took part in the pseudoscience UFO
organization «Soyuzufocenter» («All-Union UFO Cenj}ecreated by ill-famous V. Azhazha. The
organization was disbanded in 1995 because oféw@omical situation.

The Leningrad branch of Commission on AP begamaéiels an independent life without
orders from Moscow. Their UFO research activitiestmued on the basis of Russian Geographical
Society in St-Petersburg (all its members have @eBomembership card). Nominally the branch
of Commission on AP still exists nowadays, butaality the Commission has stopped its activities
due to the decision of its new management autkeritf new Society authorities. The same fate
also stroke the UFO Study Commission of Russiang@ghical Society, which was established in
1981.

Some other branches of Commission on AP and am&tE@ groups also continued their
work after the collapse of USSR. Most notable afnthwas an Ukrainian groups. They even
attempted to merge into one organization, the Wikaai UFO Association, and successfully
established their own newspaper «Ukrainian Ufolegisut however it was disbanded in 1993
because of inner conflicts. Members of this Asdamig including astronomers A. Pugach and A.
Arkhipov, created a new group, The Ukrainian Consmis for the AP study problems (chairman
A. Beletzky).
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Ultimately all attempts to unite UFO researchershis country was unsuccesful until 2004.
On October 21, 2004 was created the Ukrainian 8tieerResearch Center for Analyses of
Anomalies «Zond», the direct successor of local 8simns on AP study, eventually became the
biggest research center in the country. SRCAA «Zohave some connections with a couple of
Ukrainian official organizations, including Hydroteerology Center— successor of Soviet
«Horizon-AS» program.

Nowadays SRCAA «Zond» undertakes an attempt tcecilisave and digitize not only
Ukrainian UFO archives, but all ex-USSR UFO heetgtd]. All saved paper archive documents
were gathered and located in State's Archives waflety admission. All digitized documents, if
possible, will be uploaded on the web with openeasd15]. The fate of UFO studies in the ex-
USSR countries is in safe hands now.
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